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BUURABALAYJI THALANYJI ABORIGINAL CORPORATION — MATTHEW SLACK — 
LABOR PARTY DONATION 

Standing Orders Suspension — Motion 
MR V.A. CATANIA (North West Central) [2.52 pm] — without notice: I move — 

That so much of the standing orders be suspended as is necessary to enable the following motion to be 
debated forthwith — 

That this house calls upon the Premier, Leader of the Labor Party, to formally request WA Labor 
and the federal Labor Party to pay back the $60 000 in donations made by the Buurabalayji Thalanyji 
Aboriginal Corporation’s former chief executive officer. 

Standing Orders Suspension — Amendment to Motion 
MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah — Leader of the House) [2.52 pm]: I move — 

To insert after “forthwith” the following — 
, subject to the debate being limited to 10 minutes for government members and 10 minutes for 
non-government members 

Amendment put and passed. 

Standing Orders Suspension — Motion, as Amended 
The SPEAKER: Members, as this is a motion without notice to suspend standing orders, it will need the support 
of an absolute majority for it to proceed. If I hear a dissentient voice, I will be required to divide the Assembly. 

Question put and passed with an absolute majority. 

Motion 
MR V.A. CATANIA (North West Central) [2.53 pm]: I move the motion. 

Members, I have moved this motion today because the people of the Thalanyji membership have asked me to do 
it. They have asked me to ask the Premier, the leader of the Labor Party, to give back the money. The reasons that 
that money needs to be given back are pretty clear. It is about being open and transparent, and ensuring that due 
process takes place. The Premier was happy to pose with this person—the former chief executive officer of the 
Buurabalayji Thalanyji Aboriginal Corporation who sent that corporation bankrupt. This former CEO was happy 
to pose with several members of the Labor Party, including the former federal opposition leader Bill Shorten, who 
was happy to take the money at the last federal election. 

The Premier is right: it is okay for organisations to donate to political parties. But the concern I have, and the 
concern that the Thalanyji members have, is that only two weeks ago that corporation was put into administration. 
The reasons it was put into administration—I read this out in Parliament last week, but I will read a couple of the 
reasons again—by the Office of the Registrar of Indigenous Corporations include — 

… registering members without directors’ approval; registering members without written applications; 
… failing to hold AGMs within five months after the end of the financial years 2016–17 and 2017–18; 
… having less than a required minimum number of member directors; … failing to obtain signed consent 
forms for members to act as directors; … directors neglecting to exercise their powers and discharge their 
duties with care, due diligence, good faith and the best interests of its members. 

That is why the Office of the Registrar of Indigenous Corporations put it into administration. This is a problem 
that has been highlighted because ministers of the cabinet have known about this for some while—whether it be 
the Minister for Defence Issues, who outlined clearly last week that he had grave concerns about this CEO, or the 
Minister for Aboriginal Affairs, who can sort of remember whether or not he had contact. I have also been told 
that the Minister for Regional Development, Hon Alannah MacTiernan, from the other place, the Attorney General, 
and, no less, the Premier of Western Australia all knew that something was not right here. They had been told by 
members and others of Thalanyji that this CEO was questionable—questionable because he, in my belief, has 
fraudulently put forward a curriculum vitae and fleeced money from members of Thalanyji that I outlined in the 
house last week. Figures have been spent, such as $3.3 million on legal fees, $1 million on flights alone, another 
$1.2 million on accommodation and meals in the highest cost hotels he has gone to, and $550 000 on security 
guards. They are just a couple of things. Also, he spent money, no less, on having his kitchen renovated by BTAC. 

Mr D.T. Redman: Having his what renovated? 

Mr V.A. CATANIA: His kitchen. I am told that earlier this year Mr Slack got the Buurabalayji Thalanyji 
Aboriginal Corporation, or one of its entities—Thalanyji Pastoral Company—to pay for his kitchen at his residence 
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to be renovated. Here we have money being misappropriated by this CEO, yet members of the Labor Party were—
I read this post out last week — 

“WORKING TOGETHER FOR A BETTER FUTURE” 

Labor Party Cabinet Dinner—14th June 2018 

BTAC Directors and Guests were personally invited by Hon. Premier Mark McGowan and Aboriginal Affairs 
Minister Ben Wyatt, to attend a Labor Cabinet dinner. It was a great opportunity to showcase the 
Thalanyji Pastoral Company, cultural issues and caring for country. 

Like I said, it is photo after photo of this now former CEO. Bill Shorten is there. We also have Hon Pierre Yang 
from the other place as well. Here we have — 

Nice evening at WA Labour Cabinet Dinner—lucky enough to be seated with Premier Mark McGowan. 

That is a post from one of the directors, and another director is having a photo with Bill Shorten. Here is another post — 

Thalanyji CEO, Matthew Slack, sat down with the Leader of the Federal Opposition, Bill Shorten, to have 
a candid discussion about the issues facing the Indigenous community and in particular our Thalanyji People. 

What is interesting, members, is that ministers of the Labor government knew there was something going on, yet 
they chose to accept campaign donations in the order of $27 500 from this organisation—twice that we can see, 
but I understand that it could be more. When an Aboriginal organisation is donating to a political party, along 
with some of the biggest companies in Western Australia and Australia donating to the Labor Party, in the same 
ilk, you have to ask the questions: Why did they accept it? Why did the Premier accept the donations? Why did 
the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs accept the donations? Why did the Attorney General accept the donations? 
Why did the Minister for Defence Issues accept the donations? Why did the Minister for Regional Development 
accept those donations? That is it! 
When I looked at the concerns being raised, I saw email after email from Frances Hayes going to the member for 
Victoria Park; Treasurer; Minister for Aboriginal Affairs, dated July 2018 saying, one after the other, “Will someone 
be getting back to me regarding my emails?” The list goes on. Unfortunately, I do not have time to go through it, 
but there are many emails. The problem is that the ministers, the Premier and the Labor Party knew, and it still 
accepted the donation. It is time to hand back the money, because these Thalanyji members do not have any more 
money because of what happened. It needs the money to provide health services and other means to make sure that 
its members are looked after. Do the decent thing and hand back the money. This is about the way the government 
operates. Do the honourable thing and pay back that $60 000 that we know about. 
MR Z.R.F. KIRKUP (Dawesville) [3.00 pm]: I rise to second the motion moved by the member for 
North West Central. In question time today we heard the Premier respond to a question from the member for 
Hillarys about reforms to the Electoral Act. He wanted to make donations fairer, accountable and more transparent. 
There is no greater question of accountability when it comes to electoral donations and what has occurred in the 
last number of elections than the issue that the member for North West Central and the Nationals WA have articulated 
in this chamber over the last week. I cannot think of a more significant circumstance in my time around politics in 
which we have found a political party accepting donations from a clearly corrupt individual and organisation. This is 
a circumstance that warrants leadership in here and now to return much needed funds back to Buurabalayji Thalanyji 
Aboriginal Corporation so that it can continue to operate and serve some of the most vulnerable communities in 
Western Australia. 
Two things could have led us down this path. The member for North West Central said that we have a Premier and 
a leader whose whole team knew about this individual, had serious concerns about this individual, had been 
contacted a number of times about this individual and his character, and failed to do anything except take his 
money and that of the Aboriginal corporation of which he was CEO of at the time. Now is the time that the Premier 
can show leadership, respond to this issue and make sure that he does the right thing. This is not a matter of politics; 
this is about making sure that people who need it are served by this important Aboriginal corporation, which has 
now gone into administration and is $60 000 or more worse off because the Labor Party has in its custody at this 
moment $60 000 of its money, donated to it through a number of events. It deserves this money back. It deserves 
this Premier standing up and saying, “Here and now, we will return the funds back to that Aboriginal corporation 
and the donation bodies that gave it to us.” This is an issue of a moral obligation, more than any other that I have 
seen in my time in this place or in observing politics. This is absolutely the right thing to do. Return the money, 
Premier. Stand here now, admit that this was wrong, admit that the government should not have accepted this 
individual’s money or donations and do the right thing and return it to the Aboriginal corporations that gave it to 
the Labor Party in the first instance. When we go through the 2018 disclosures alone, it is interesting to me that we 
find that Thalanyji is there, with $27 500; Downer EDI, $13 500; and Jandakot Airport, $27 500. Mining companies 
and large organisations donated large amounts of money to the Labor Party, and one Aboriginal corporation did 
and that was Thalanyji. It deserves its money back. That should have raised flags, together with the concerns raised 
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by a number of cabinet ministers. If this were a government worth any moral standing in our community, it would 
return that money to the people who need it most. 
MR B.S. WYATT (Victoria Park — Treasurer) [3.03 pm]: I find the member for North West Central’s 
new-found interest in Aboriginal organisations interesting. When he was sitting in that Tom Price office while 
Steve “Mav” Mavrigiannakis was ripping off the Gumala people to the tune of millions of dollars, and the member 
was travelling around the place with Steve Mav, do I recall him coming in here complaining about Steve Mav? Do 
I recall him coming in here and saying, “The Gumala people are being ripped off by my good mate Steve Mav”? I do 
not remember him doing that. 
Mr V.A. Catania interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for North West Central, you are on three calls. 
Mr B.S. WYATT: The audacity and hypocrisy from the member for North West Central is outrageous. How far does 
this go? I, for one, want to see Aboriginal people and their organisations front and centre in the political process. 
Guess what? Members are going to see more of it. As Aboriginal organisations muscle up, as they become more 
corporately aware, as they get bigger and own more assets, they are going to also want to be stronger advocates 
that influence the political process. Why should it just be oil, gas, miners, law firms and banks? Why only them? 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members, you were heard in silence. I expect the same. 
Mr B.S. WYATT: Why is it when an Aboriginal organisation comes to the political process, we should say, 
“No, thanks. You take your money and go elsewhere”? How far does that go? Does Brendon Grylls give the money 
back? Brendon Grylls is making a fortune off Aboriginal organisations right now. He is chairing Gumala Aboriginal 
Organisation. He made a fair whack of cash out of Thalanyji, and I suspect he still is. Should he be working for 
free? Of course, there is silence from the National Party. What members will see—I warn them; I suspect this is 
going to be uncomfortable for those establishment types—is Aboriginal groups muscling up into the political 
process. Get used to it. We will see more of it and I welcome the fact. I do not care if they make decisions to donate 
to the Labor Party, the Nationals WA or the Liberal Party, because I can find Aboriginal organisations that have 
donated to all three. There is no problem with that. Whether the CEO is a crook or not—I do not know whether 
that is the case. Interestingly, the member for Dawesville said, “He is clearly corrupt.” Go say that outside and he 
can make that case in due course. I suspect, from what the administrator’s report has said, there are probably some 
questions to answer, but they will be answered in due course. 
I cannot help but reflect on the hypocrisy from a bloke who really has given no attention to or care of his Aboriginal 
constituents in North West Central over a long time in Parliament. I want to pose his question to the Nationals WA, 
and to the member for Dawesville. A headline states “Former WA Nationals leader linked to alleged bribe”. Should 
Brendon Grylls cooperate with the police? Should he pay that money back? It is because Brendon Grylls, on the 
Thalanyji dime, it appears, is the one wandering around with brown paper bags full of cash, caught up in what was 
clearly a dispute within the Thalanyji people around the management, both executive and board, of Thalanyji. The 
member for North West Central came in here and made his case—the man who also sat in Parliament and promoted 
a Ponzi scheme activist. Should he also pay back the money to those people in the Pilbara who lost in that Ponzi 
scheme? How far does this go? Aboriginal people have been excluded from the political process from the moment 
Stirling arrived here and Cook bumped into the east coast; they have been. But the native title process is going to 
see more Aboriginal groups with more assets, more resources and a determination to be part of the process and 
advocacy around policy development. 
Ms M.J. Davies interjected. 
Mr B.S. WYATT: No, you are, Leader of the Nationals WA; you bloody well are! The point is that you have been 
found out. You have come in here because they are Aboriginal people, and you do not want them being part of 
the process. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members, you had your opportunity to speak. You might not like what he is saying, but he might 
not have liked what you have said. Now he has the opportunity to answer. 
Mr B.S. WYATT: That is the reality, Mr Speaker. 
I note that the member for North West Central said, “The organisation is bankrupt.” Is that correct? Is it bankrupt? 
Mr V.A. Catania: With what he spent? Absolutely. 
Mr B.S. WYATT: No. 
Mr V.A. Catania: It is in $12 million of debt. 
Mr B.S. WYATT: No, is it bankrupt? 
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Mr V.A. Catania: It is. There is no money for the members left. 
Mr B.S. WYATT: I think you might find your comments around it being bankrupt are incorrect. Being in debt 
does not mean bankrupt; therefore, what did you leave the state government? 
Mr V.A. Catania interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for North West Central! 
Mr B.S. WYATT: A bit of knowledge, please, around debt and assets. I will take the member for North West Central 
through it in due course. It is up to any organisation to manage its money. If it has not managed its money and if 
that CEO has not managed its money to the benefit of its members, that will now be a decision of the administrator 
and then, I suspect, a decision of the members as they vote in a board and a new executive. But again, what the 
National Party has highlighted is the fact that it is uncomfortable with Aboriginal people taking control of their 
own futures. I never got a complaint; I never got evidence. All I got was issues around a dispute. I reckon I get 
that every week from different groups around Western Australia. But my view is that Aboriginal people need to 
resolve this. That is the whole point of the native title process. That is the whole point of the Office of the Registrar 
of Indigenous Corporations as a registrar. I will tell you what: if Aboriginal organisations want to be part of the 
political process, I do not care which party they are involved with. I could not care less. But I welcome that. I say 
to those uncomfortable with aggressive, assertive Aboriginal organisations and people—the National Party and the 
member for Dawesville: I am disappointed in you—get ready! There is going to be a hell of a lot more than that. 
Several members interjected. 
Mr B.S. WYATT: No! You are putting those Aboriginal people in the same category as the tobacco industry, and 
I dispute that. 
A member: Rubbish! 

Mr B.S. WYATT: No, you are doing that! You do not like the reality of what you have done and you have come 
into this place and made an outrageous argument, while your own former leader is out bribing Aboriginal people, 
taking advantage of their poverty. Brendon Grylls is making a fortune off the Aboriginal communities of the Pilbara 
at the moment. He is wandering around with brown paper bags full of cash, and you come in here and attack the 
Thalanyji people. I will tell you what: get ready, because I suspect that we will see the Yamatji people, Noongar 
people, Kimberley people and Western Desert people being more assertive, and having an increased part in the 
political process, and I, for one, welcome that. 

Division 

Question put and a division taken with the following result — 
Ayes (19) 

Mr I.C. Blayney Mr P.A. Katsambanis Mr W.R. Marmion Mr K.M. O’Donnell 
Mr V.A. Catania Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup Mr J.E. McGrath Mr D.T. Redman 
Ms M.J. Davies Mr A. Krsticevic Ms L. Mettam Mr P.J. Rundle 
Mrs L.M. Harvey Mr S.K. L’Estrange Dr M.D. Nahan Mrs A.K. Hayden (Teller) 
Dr D.J. Honey Mr R.S. Love Mr D.C. Nalder  

 

Noes (37) 

Ms L.L. Baker Mr D.J. Kelly Mr S.J. Price Mr C.J. Tallentire 
Dr A.D. Buti Mr F.M. Logan Mr D.T. Punch Mr D.A. Templeman 
Mr J.N. Carey Mr M. McGowan Mr J.R. Quigley Mr P.C. Tinley 
Mrs R.M.J. Clarke Ms S.F. McGurk Ms M.M. Quirk Mr R.R. Whitby 
Mr R.H. Cook Mr K.J.J. Michel Mrs M.H. Roberts Ms S.E. Winton 
Ms J. Farrer Mr S.A. Millman Ms C.M. Rowe Mr B.S. Wyatt 
Mr M.J. Folkard Mr Y. Mubarakai Ms R. Saffioti Mr D.R. Michael (Teller) 
Ms J.M. Freeman Mr M.P. Murray Ms A. Sanderson  
Ms E.L. Hamilton Mrs L.M. O’Malley Ms J.J. Shaw  
Mr W.J. Johnston Mr P. Papalia Mrs J.M.C. Stojkovski  

Question thus negatived. 
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